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We did not long enjoy our easterly breeze, for
in the evening* the wind became variable, the
rain fell in torrents, accompanied with lightning
and thunder, and the night was dark and dismal,
with an irregular sea, which made the ship very
uneasy; then followed one of those scenes of con-
fusion which can be witnessed only on shipboard;
the creaking of timbers as they were strained by
the conflict of the elements, the uproar of a multi-
tude of voices, the ludicrous accidents arising from
the pitching and rolling of the vessel, tilings break-
ing loose in all directions, chests flying- from side
to side, crockery smashing, people hallooing, others
moaning and groaning, accompanied with frequent
evomitions, and occasionally a general scream, from
some extraordinary crash. With tumultuous noises
of this kind I was entertained as I lay on my bed,
not from sea-sickness, but from previous indisposi-
tion. Towards morning the wind settled in the
N.W., blowing very strong, and the Eden conti-
nued rolling a great deal the whole day. Tins
breeze fortunately kept up the two following days,
when the weather became very fine, and the wind
light and variable. The whole of this da;yr (Thurs-
day, August 2nd) we were in sight of Cape Finis-
terre. On Sunday the 5th the weather was very
fine and warm, with a moderate breeze; we had
eleven sail of vessels in sight, the greater part of
which, from their regular order of sailing, were
supposed to be the experimental squadron under